Your help is needed to fund important
Library programs and improvements.

Couldn’t make it to this year’s fundraisers?
Please consider donating through one of the options below!

There are many ways you can financially help the Rutherford Public Library. By making a tax-deductible
contribution to the Friends or the Foundation, you support our fundraising efforts on behalf of the Library,
which in turn benefits the whole community.

By Check: Mail this form and your tax-deductible contribution, made payable to the The Friends of the Library
of Rutherford or the Rutherford Public Library Foundation 150 Park Avenue, Rutherford, NJ 07070

Online:
Friends: https://tinyurl.com/FOLRutherford

Foundation: Rutherford Library Foundation on Venmo

Corporate Matching Gifts Programs: Will your employer match
your donation?
A Corporate Match greatly increases your contribution value.

Ask about the of Friends of the Library '
REUSABLE GROCERY TOTES ($7), Baary

available at the front desk! [library

BCB Bank sponsors the Pay It Forward program to help non -profits earn donations based on the number of

supporters who signed up for the program. BCB will make monthly contributions to The Friends.
There is no cost to the account holder.

I'd like to make a tax-deductible contribution, made payable to the The Friends of the Library of
Rutherford or the Rutherford Public Library Foundation in the amount of: (please select one):

$10 $25 $50 $100 other amount

Name

Phone

Address

E-mail (Please Print):

My Employer will provide a Corporate Matching Gift (Enclose a form if possible.)

Please use the enclosed return envelope and include this paper when mailing your check. Thank you!
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From the Desk of Gretchen Corsillo
Director of The Rutherford Public Library

Thank you for another successful year at Rutherford Public
Library! We kicked off 2025 with the opening of our brand
new Teen Lounge and a newly expanded space for large print
books. The fun has continued throughout the year with a host
of engaging programs for all ages, lots of new features in our
collection, and even some local art exhibitions. More on all
this inside.

Sustainability has been a big theme at RPL this year. Our Li-
brary of Things, launched in late 2024, has expanded signifi-
cantly to include more than 30 different household and tech
items. The goal of this collection is to provide access to items
that Rutherford residents may need occasionally but not fre-
quently enough to buy for themselves. It is also a great way
to test out a large purchase before investing in it. Some of
this year’s most popular additions include a Cricut Joy Xtra, a
pop-up canopy tent, a pickleball set, and a variety of tools. All
adult (18+) residents are eligible to borrow from the Library of
Things. Check out our website to see an updated list of items.
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Visit www.rutherfordlibrary.org to see our full
calendar of events, and follow us on social media:

0 Rutherford Public Library
l O.' erutherfordlibrary

Scan here to subscribe to our e-newsletter:

We have also launched a puzzle exchange program that is
open to all. Ready to swap out puzzles you’'ve already com-
pleted for something new? Stop by the shelves next to our
front desk, drop off your donation(s), and choose from a wide
selection of puzzles that other community members have
passed along. No library card is required to take advantage
of this service; simply take a puzzle or leave one behind - just
like a little free library.

These are just a few examples of how we are constantly
evolving to meet the needs of the Rutherford community. As
information overload grows and living gets more expensive,
the library is more important than ever. On behalf of our
staff and board of trustees, | would like to offer my sincerest
thanks to you for your continued support. Whether you have
donated to one of our nonprofits or simply utilized our ser-
vices in the last year, we would not be the community fixture
we are without you. Here’s to another year of helping keep
Rutherford connected!
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SUNDAY: CLOSED
MONDAY: 10AM - 8PM
TUESDAY: 10AM - 8PM
WEDNESDAY: 10AM - 8PM
THURSDAY: 10AM - 6PM

FRIDAY: 10AM - 6PM
SATURDAY: 10AM - 4PM
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Who Are “The Friends” and “The Foundation?”

The Friends of the Library is a 501¢3
The Friends of the organization that has provided key
9 n funding for the library for over 50 years.
l ra ry The Friends have supplemented library
of Rutherford funding for programs and supplies for
the special events offered by the
Children’s Department, as well as Author Talks for all ages.

Our semi-annual book sales provide a service to the
community while raising funds for our programs. We have
continued our popular Movie Nights, showing recent movies at
no charge; and we have added children’s movie matinees on
Saturdays as announced on the library website. We are happy
to fully fund the prizes and incentives for the Children, Teen
and Adult Summer Reading Programs. Along with the Library,
we co-sponsored the Museum Pass Program, providing ac-
cess to many area museums for Rutherford residents.

Due to the enthusiastic popular response to our Mini-Golf
Fundraiser, we hosted the event again on March 7 and 8. This
has become our biggest fundraising event of the year. We are
very grateful for our many local businesses who participated in
sponsoring the title, holes and other aspects of the event.
Other businesses donated food and beverages for the Friday
evening event for adults.
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Left: 2025 Honoree Jim Rizzo with wife
Donna and son Michael

at beautiful Il Villaggio
(Photos by Maggie McGill)

To purchase Gala and/or Mini Golf tickets, please visit the Library

Bottom: Another packed house for 2025 Gala

We are happy to announce that we are holding Mini-Golf
again on March 6 and 7, 2026. Friday will be an adults-only
night: $35 per person including drinks and snacks. Saturday,
March 7th will be an all-ages family day: $8 per person or $18
per family of 5. Tickets will be on sale starting January 19,
2026, and all proceeds will go to support library programs.
Look for more information coming in the new year.

We will hold our Used Book Sales in the Spring and Fall,
with dates to be determined. Check the library website for
details. As a further service to the public, we will be collecting
your gently used books on the first weekend of every month,
beginning in January of 2026. We rely on your donations

to fill our tables. Please remember that we cannot accept
textbooks, encyclopedias, or damaged books. You may place
your donations on the marked shelves near the Glass Room.

To donate to the Friends online or for more information

about the Friends, visit www.rutherfordlibrary.org/friends or
follow Friends of the Library of Rutherford on Facebook and
Instagram. We are always looking for willing helpers. If inter-
ested in volunteering, please complete our volunteer form on
our website.

Below: Friends of the Library
Board members at the 2025
Mini Golf Event

== of Rutherford

The Rutherford Public Library Foundation is a 501¢3 organization that focuses
on capital improvement projects for the Library.

The Foundation raises money for capital improvements at the library. Some of our previous
projects have included the 2015 renovation, as well as the Teen Space and digital sign on the
library's front plaza. Donate now, or join us at our 2026 gala to help.

The 2026 Library Gala -
Saturday, May 2nd Il Villaggio -
Honoring John Bruno & Robert Ferraro!
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LIBRARY NEWS
Introducing our New Teen Lounge!

Thanks to the generosity of the Rutherford Public Library Foundation and its donors, our brand new Teen Lounge
opened earlier this year. The lounge - formerly our “classroom” space on the mezzanine - features a mix of soft seating,
tables and chairs, and high top work stations. Its flexibility provides a safe space for teens to hang out as well as do
individual work and participate in library programs. As part of the renovation, we have also installed new book displays
to connect teens with high interest reading materials. We are excited to once again have a space dedicated to this age
group and invite you to stop by and see it any time the library is open.

Expanded Large Print Section

Demand for large print books has increased in the last several years. This spring, we reconfigured our main floor to
provide greater accessibility and a larger area for this important collection. New shelving, partially funded by a bequest
from Ida Borroto, late Treasurer of the Friends of the Library, was purchased to accommodate both fiction and nonfic-
tion titles. As a result, our entire large print collection is now located near the front entrance. DVDs and new CDs have
been relocated to the mezzanine, allowing for all media to be housed in the same area. We hope these improvements
will make it easier for you to browse your favorite collections.

Summer Reading

2025’'s Summer Reading theme was Color Our World. Once again, we offered clubs to Rutherford residents of all ages:
children, teens, and adults. 1,065 community members joined this year’s programs, keeping reading alive throughout
the summer. Popular programs included a visit from a giant whale, a Kulture Kool performance of Moana, and a special
art exhibition by local painter Mark Ferguson.
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Minnie the Basset Hound is an enthusiastic participant in the
library’s Paws to Read program. Paws to Read helps emerg-
ing and reluctant readers practice their skills by reading to a
non-judgmental listener: a certified therapy dog!

Our staff celebrated Library Card Sign-up Month by registering
a record number of Rutherford residents for library cards at
Rutherford Day on September 20. This special event is always
a wonderful way to provide outreach to our local community.




