
 
COLLECTION MANAGEMENT POLICY 

 
 
Mission & Policy Statement 
Rutherford Public Library’s mission is to provide equal access to information, resources, 
entertainment, support, and space to members of the Rutherford community. RPL’s physical and 
digital collections are integral in helping to support this mission. This policy guides the selection 
and maintenance of such collections. 
 
The Rutherford Public Library (“Library”) affirms each individual's right of free access to 
information and ideas, whereby individual thoughts and opinions may be formed. The Library 
adopts New Jersey’s Freedom to Read Act, as well as the American Library Association’s Library 
Bill of Rights, Freedom to Read, and Freedom to View statements as the underpinnings of this 
Collection Management Policy. Furthermore, the Library’s Board of Trustees designated RPL a 
Book Sanctuary on June 18, 2024 in Resolution 2024-003. These statements, as well as 
Resolution 2024-003, are appended to this Collection Management Policy. Nothing in this policy 
or the above referenced law shall be construed to require a governing body of a public library to 
purchase, or otherwise acquire, library material for a public library.  
 
This policy recognizes and acknowledges that: 

●​ Public libraries serve as centers for voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of 
information and ideas; 

●​ Prohibiting censorship of library materials promotes free expression and free access to 
ideas by residents; 

●​ Materials shall not be removed from a public library because of the origin, background, 
or views of the library materials or those contributing to its creation; 

●​ Library materials should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of 
all people and should present diverse points of view in the collection as a whole;  

●​ Librarians are professionally trained to curate and develop collections that provide 
residents with access to the widest array of library material available to the public; and, 

●​ The Library has a procedure for a librarian to review Library materials on an ongoing 
basis.   

 
 
Materials Selected 
The primary goal of the Library’s collection is to provide the best possible resources to the 
Rutherford community within the confines of RPL’s space and budget. The Library purchases 
materials in a broad range of formats, including books, magazines, newspapers, audio and 
video recordings, downloadable books (e.g., eBooks and eAudiobooks), online services, 
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non-traditional items, and more. The individual formats purchased may change over time to 
meet the evolving needs of the Rutherford community. The Library purchases materials in 
languages other than English to meet local demand. 
 
Materials are generally organized by the following age groups: 
 

●​ Adult materials: The Adult collection is managed to meet the general recreational and 
informational needs of the adult community. By definition, materials in this collection 
tend to be popular, rather than scholarly, in nature. 
 

●​ Young Adult materials: The Young Adult collection is managed to meet the recreational 
reading and informational needs of the middle school and high school age population; 
however, the young adult user of the Library has access to the entire collection. The 
library does not act in loco parentis; any limitations placed upon the reading materials of 
the young adult are left to the discretion of their own parents or guardians. 
 

●​ Children’s materials: The Children’s collection is managed to meet the recreational and 
informational needs of all children from birth through middle school. Some items may be 
included that might not be considered appropriate by all adults for all children. While 
some books are too mature for one child, other children may be ready for them. Only 
each child and their parents or guardians can decide what material is suitable for that 
child to read. There are special goals connected with selecting books for children, which 
should further influence selection. These goals include: 

○​ Fostering a delight in reading 
○​ Aiding in the development of reading tastes and abilities 
○​ Encouraging further exploration of subjects introduced in school 
○​ Stimulating personal interests and hobbies 

 
 
Selection Criteria 
The selection of materials is characterized by flexibility, open-mindedness, and responsiveness 
to the changing needs of the Rutherford community. Materials are evaluated as complete works 
and not on the basis of a particular passage or passages. A work will not be excluded from the 
Library's collection solely because it represents a particular aspect of life, because of frankness 
of expression, or because it is controversial. All acquisitions, whether purchased or donated, are 
evaluated by the following standards. An item need not meet all of the criteria to be acceptable, 
nor will any single criterion be decisive. Neither the order of the general criteria nor the order of 
items in a list of specific criteria indicates relative importance.   
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For a well-rounded collection, materials are selected based on local and national demand, 
professional and popular media reviews, recommendations from the public and Library staff, 
and evaluation of review copies from publishers. Budget and space limitations require a focus 
on materials that appeal to a broad range of users, rather than the academic and highly 
technical works collected by schools, universities, and other research institutions. 
 
Materials are selected by trained staff and take into consideration: 

●​ Present and anticipated relevance to community needs 
●​ Suitability of subject, style and reading level for the intended audience 
●​ Suitability and effectiveness of format and accessibility 
●​ Quality of material, including literary/artistic merit, accuracy, and authority of the 

author/publisher 
●​ Importance as a document of the times 
●​ Whether the content is current and whether there are more recent materials or editions 

available on the same subject 
●​ Positive review in one or more appropriate professional journals 
●​ Relationships to existing materials in the collection, including whether author or 

producer is already represented 
●​ Within limits of Library budget and physical space 
●​ Availability from other lending sources 
●​ Availability for purchase by the Library through its regular channels 
●​ Local connection to author, illustrator, or creator 
●​ Popularity with library patrons   
●​ Licensing and system requirements* 
●​ Ease of use and accessibility* 
●​ Assessment of content quality and cost as compared to other available formats* 

*For digital resources 
 
Patron suggestions for purchase are subject to the same selection criteria as all other materials 
and are not automatically added to the collection. 
 
 
Exclusions 
The Library does not purchase materials in outdated formats (e.g. cassette tapes, VHS tapes, 
etc.). Textbooks and heavily academic materials are typically not purchased unless they fill a 
visible need in the collection that cannot otherwise be met. Self-published materials and those 
published by vanity presses are not purchased unless they contain strong local ties to 
Rutherford and/or would be suitable for the Library’s local history collection. The best way to 
bring independently published items to the Library’s attention is through professional reviews. 
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The Library does not knowingly purchase materials that have been wholly or partly generated by 
artificial intelligence (AI).  
 
 
Gift and Donations 
The Library typically does not accept donations of physical materials for its collection. 
Exceptions may be made for items donated by their creator, as long as they meet the Library’s 
selection criteria. The Friends of the Library of Rutherford accepts book donations throughout 
the year for inclusion in their used book sales. 
 
Patrons and local organizations are welcome to make financial donations for materials in honor 
of or in memory of others. In these cases, specific titles and items are selected by Library staff. 
Interested donors should contact the Library for details. 
 
 
Collection Maintenance and Disposition of Library Materials 
The Library keeps its collection relevant and useful by adding materials to meet demand, 
retaining or replacing essential materials, and by removing, on a systematic and continuous 
basis, materials that meet the criteria listed below. Resources such as statistical reports, 
material turnover rates, fill rates, volume counts, interlibrary loans, patron requests, and 
community surveys may be employed to determine how the collection is being used and how it 
should change to meet patrons’ needs and remain relevant to the community. 
 
Criteria for a material’s removal from the collection include: 

●​ Relevance and continued demand 
●​ Physical condition 
●​ Availability of duplicate copies 
●​ Availability of more recent material 
●​ Accuracy and currency of information 
●​ Enduring value 
●​ Local interest 
●​ Space limitations 
●​ Availability from other sources 

 
When possible, discarded Library materials may be donated to the Friends of the Library of 
Rutherford or other philanthropic organizations. Items that cannot be donated may be recycled 
or disposed of appropriately at the discretion of Library staff. 
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Requests for Reconsideration of Library Materials 
Requests for reconsideration of Library materials may be made by Rutherford residents. Such 
requests are to be submitted in writing through the Library’s Request for Reconsideration of 
Library Materials Form, appended to this policy. 
 
When a request for reconsideration is made by a patron, the following procedure is followed:   
 

1.​ The concerned patron should speak with a librarian or supervisor on duty, who will 
explain the Library’s Collection Management Policy. If this conversation does not resolve 
the patron’s concern, they may informally bring it to the Library Director. 

2.​ If the patron’s concern is still not resolved, they must submit a fully completed Request 
for Reconsideration of Library Materials Form to the Library Director. 

3.​ A Request for Reconsideration Review Committee is convened by the Library Board of 
Trustees, who will review the completed form. The Committee will consist of three or five 
persons appointed ad hoc by the Library Board and will include the Library Director or 
professional library staff member for the subject area of the item in question. During the 
review process, the item in question must remain available for other patrons to access.  

4.​ The Review Committee will then review the challenged material and make a 
recommendation in writing to the Board of Trustees within 30 business days. This 
recommendation will advise the Board whether to remove, limit, or retain the material in 
question. A copy of this recommendation will be provided to the patron making the 
request. 

5.​ The Board of Trustees will review the recommendation and make a final determination 
whether to remove, limit, or retain the material. The final determination will discuss 
reasons for this action, including (if necessary) why the final outcome differs from the 
Committee’s recommendation. The final determination will also provide that the item in 
question shall not be subject to subsequent challenge for a period of one year. 
 
 

Purpose of Collection Management Policy 
The purpose of the policy is to provide standards for the curation of Library material; establish 
criteria for removal of existing Library material; and provide protection against attempts to 
censor library material. 
 
 
Definitions 
Censorship: To block, suppress, or remove Library material based on disagreement with a 
viewpoint, idea, or concept, or solely because an individual finds certain content offensive, but 
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does not include limiting or restricting access to any Library material deemed developmentally 
inappropriate for certain age groups 
 
Diverse and inclusive material: Material that reflects any protected class as enumerated in the 
“Law Against Discrimination,” P.L. 1945, c 169 (c.10:5-1 et seq); material produced by an author 
who is a member of a protected class as enumerated in the “Law Against Discrimination,” P.L. 
1945, c 169 (c.10:5-1 et seq); and material that contains the author’s points of view concerning 
contemporary problems and issues, whether international, national, or local 
 
Governing body: Rutherford Public Library’s Board of Trustees 
 
Individual with a vested interest: Any resident of Rutherford, NJ who is served by Rutherford 
Public Library 
 
Library material: Any material, including, but not limited to, nonfiction and fiction books; 
magazines; reference books; supplementary titles; multimedia and digital material; software and 
instructional material, belonging to, on loan to, or otherwise in the custody of Rutherford Public 
Library. 
 
 
Responsibilities 
The Board of Trustees assigns the responsibility of interpreting and executing this policy to the 
Library Director. The Director, in turn, may delegate the authority for collection management to 
designated staff based on their professional training, expertise, experience, knowledge of the 
collection and of the community, and knowledge of the Library’s budget and space limitations. 
In the event of a formal request for reconsideration of a Library material, responsibility for initial 
review lies with the Request for Reconsideration Review Committee. The final decision rests 
with the Board of Trustees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approval:​ September 15, 2026 
This policy shall be reviewed for accuracy by the Policy Committee of the Board of Trustees every 
three years, or sooner if circumstances require. 
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APPENDIX A: 
 

New Jersey Freedom to Read Act  
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CHAPTER 96 

 

AN ACT concerning public school libraries and public libraries and supplementing Title 18A 

of the New Jersey Statutes. 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

 

C.18A:34A-1  Short title. 

 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Freedom to Read Act." 

 

C.18A:34A-2  Findings, declarations. 

 2. The Legislature finds and declares that:  

 a. The freedom to read is a human right, constitutionally protected by the First 

Amendment of the United States Constitution, and individuals have the right to free inquiry 

and the right to form their own opinions. 

 b. The freedom to read does not require a person to agree with topics or themes within a 

material, but instead allows a reader to explore and engage with differing perspectives to form 

and inform their own views. 

 c. Since Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Cmty. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969), it has been 

well established that students do not “shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or 

expression at the schoolhouse gate” and, as such, students have a right to access a diverse range 

of developmentally relevant information, stories, perspectives, and ideas. 

 d. In Bd. of Ed. v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853 (1982), the United States Supreme Court opined 

that “local school boards may not remove books from school library shelves simply because 

they dislike the ideas contained in those books and seek by their removal to ‘prescribe what 

shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion.’” 

 e. School libraries and public libraries, as centers for voluntary inquiry, play a unique role 

in promoting intellectual freedom, providing equitable access to learning resources, and 

promoting democracy by providing service to all regardless of race, ethnicity, creed, age, 

ability, gender, or socio-economic status.  

 f. School library staff members and librarians are essential members of the community; 

as trained professionals, they help young people of all backgrounds find and interpret the 

information they need to succeed in school and prepare for college, careers, and life.  

 g. School library staff members and librarians receive extensive professional training that 

prepares them to develop and curate collections designed to meet the broad and varied interests 

and needs of their communities and students, which is based on a variety of factors, including 

pedagogical value, student interest, and the appropriateness of the material.  

 h. Despite this, school library staff members and librarians have been targeted and 

harassed for providing young people access to library material.   

 i. Therefore, it is necessary and proper for the Legislature to protect the freedom of New 

Jersey’s residents to read, for school libraries and public libraries to acquire and maintain 

materials without external limitations, to recognize that school library staff members and 

librarians are trained to curate and develop collections, and to ensure school library staff 

members and librarians are able to perform their duties.  

 

C.18A:34A-3  Definitions regarding public libraries. 

 3. As used in sections 4 through 7 of this act: 

 “Board of education” means a board of education as defined in N.J.S.18A:18A-2, the board 

of directors of an educational services commission, a board of trustees of a charter school, a 

board of trustees of a renaissance school project, or any other local education agency.  
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 “Censorship” means to block, suppress, or remove library material based on disagreement 

with a viewpoint, idea, or concept or solely because an individual finds certain content 

offensive, but does not include limiting or restricting access to any library material deemed 

developmentally inappropriate for certain students. 

 “Diverse and inclusive material” means any material that reflects any protected class as 

enumerated in the "Law Against Discrimination," P.L.1945, c.169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.); material 

produced by an author who is a member of a protected class as enumerated in the "Law Against 

Discrimination," P.L.1945, c.169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.); and material that contains the author's 

points of view concerning contemporary problems and issues, whether international, national, 

or local; but excludes content that is inappropriate for grades served by the school library. 

 “Individual with a vested interest” means any teaching staff member employed by the board 

of education, any parent or guardian of a student enrolled in the school district at the time the 

removal form required pursuant to section 5 of this act is filed, and any student enrolled in the 

district at the time the removal form required pursuant to section 5 of this act is filed.  

 “Library material” means any material including, but not limited to, nonfiction and fiction 

books, magazines, reference books, supplementary titles, multimedia and digital material, 

software and instructional material and other material not required as part of classroom 

instruction belonging to, on loan to, or otherwise in the custody of a school library. 

 “School library staff member” means a school library media specialist, school librarian, any 

certificated or non-certificated staff member assigned to duties in a school library, or any 

individual carrying out or assisting with the functions of a school library media specialist or 

school librarian. 

 

C.18A:34A-4  School library, material curation policy. 

 4. a. A board of education shall adopt a policy on the curation of library material within a 

school library.  The purpose of the curation policy is to: provide standards for the curation of 

library material, establish criteria for the removal of existing school library material or library 

material selected for inclusion in the school library, and provide protection against attempts to 

censor library material.   

 b. When developing the policy, the board shall review the model policy established by the 

Commissioner of Education pursuant to subsection d. of this section.  The board shall have 

control over the content of the policy, except that the policy shall, at a minimum: 

 (1) recognize that library material should be provided for the interest, information, and 

enlightenment of all students and should present diverse points of view in the collection as a whole;  

 (2) acknowledge that library material shall not be removed from a school library because 

of the origin, background, or views of the library material or those contributing to its creation;  

 (3) recognize the importance of school libraries as centers for voluntary inquiry and the 

dissemination of information and ideas; 

 (4) promote the free expression and free access to ideas by students by prohibiting the 

censorship of library material; 

 (5) acknowledge that a school library media specialist is professionally trained to curate 

and develop the school library collection that provides students with access to the widest array 

of developmentally appropriate library material available to schools; and  

 (6) establish a procedure for a school library staff member to review library material within 

a school library on an ongoing basis, which shall include, but not be limited to: the library 

material’s relevance, the condition of the library material, the availability of duplicates, the 

availability of more recent developmentally appropriate material, and the continued demand 

for the library material. 
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 c. In the event a board of education has a policy that complies with the requirements of 

subsection b. of this section as of the effective date of this act, the board shall not be required 

to take further action. 

 d. To assist boards of education in developing a policy on the curation of library material 

within a school library, the commissioner shall develop a model policy.  In developing the 

model policy, the commissioner shall consult with the State Librarian, the New Jersey 

Association of School Librarians, and the New Jersey School Boards Association.  The model 

policy shall be updated as the commissioner deems necessary.  

 e. A board of education, in consultation with school library staff members, shall  have 

discretion in selecting, purchasing, or acquiring library material for inclusion in the school 

library.  Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a board of education to purchase, or 

otherwise acquire, library material for a school library.   

 f. Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict a board of education’s authority to 

select textbooks and school supplies related to the curriculum. 

 

C.18A:34A-5  Removal request procedure, school library. 

 5. a. A board of education shall adopt a policy establishing a procedure regarding a request 

for removal of library material within a school library.  When developing the policy, the board 

shall review the model policy established by the Commissioner of Education pursuant to 

subsection d. of this section. 

 b. The board shall have control over the policy, except that the policy shall, at a minimum:  

 (1) provide for the creation of a request for removal form, based on the model removal 

form developed by the commissioner pursuant to subsection d. of this section, that may be 

submitted by an individual with a vested interest to the principal of the school in which the 

library material is challenged to initiate a review of the material. The form shall require the 

individual with the vested interest to specify which sections of the library material the 

individual objects to and an explanation of the reasons for the objection; 

 (2) require the principal or principal’s designee to promptly forward the request for 

removal to the superintendent of the school district.  The superintendent or the superintendent’s 

designee shall appoint a review committee, consisting of: 

 (a) the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee;  

 (b) the principal of the school in which the library material is challenged or the principal’s 

designee; 

 (c) the school library media specialist or a school library staff member;   

 (d) a representative selected by the board of education; 

 (e) at least one grade-appropriate teacher familiar with the library material, provided the 

teacher selected is not the individual who submitted the form; 

 (f) a parent or guardian of a student enrolled in the school district, provided the parent or 

guardian selected is not the individual who submitted the form;  

 (g) if appropriate, and at the discretion of the superintendent, in cases where a student 

enrolled in the district in grades nine through 12 filed the removal form, a student enrolled in 

the district in grades nine through 12 may volunteer to serve on the review committee if that 

student did not file the removal form.  The superintendent shall consult with the principal of 

the school involved in the removal request in making this determination; and 

 (h) any additional members the superintendent deems necessary;  

 (3) require that a challenged library material remain within the school library and available 

for a student to reserve, check out, or access until there is a final decision reached by the board 

of education pursuant to paragraph (5) of this subsection;  
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 (4) require the review committee to evaluate the request for removal form, review the 

challenged library material, and report in writing its recommendations on whether to remove 

the library material to the board of education no later than 60 school days from the date of the 

next regularly scheduled board of education meeting after receipt of the form.  A copy of the 

committee’s report shall also be provided to the individual with a vested interest who filed the 

form and the principal;  

 (5) require the board of education to review the committee’s report and make a final 

determination on whether the library material is to be removed from the school library or 

limited in use.  The board shall provide a written statement of reasons for:  

 (a)  the removal, limitation, or non-removal of a library material; and  

 (b) any final determination that is contrary to the recommendations of the review committee.  

 The written statement of reasons shall be posted on the board’s Internet website in a 

prominent and easily accessible location within 30 days of the determination.  

 (6) provide that a library material that has been challenged pursuant to paragraphs (1) 

through (5) of this subsection shall not be subject to a subsequent challenge for at least one 

year; and  

 (7) permit a school district to consolidate requests for removal of the same challenged 

library material.  

 c. If a board of education has a policy that complies with the requirements of subsection 

b. of this section as of the effective date of this act, the board shall not be required to take 

further action. 

 d. To assist boards of education in developing a policy on the procedure regarding a 

request for removal of library material within a school library, the commissioner shall develop 

a model policy and model removal form.  In developing the model policy and model removal 

form, the commissioner shall consult with the State Librarian, the New Jersey Association of 

School Librarians, and the New Jersey School Boards Association.  The model policy and 

model removal form shall be updated as the commissioner deems necessary.  

 e. A board of education determination issued in accordance with the policy established in 

subsection b. of this section which denies a request for removal shall not constitute a 

controversy or dispute pursuant to N.J.S.18A:6-9.  

 f. An individual with a vested interest may file a petition of appeal of the board's final 

determination to the commissioner through the Office of Controversies and Disputes in accordance 

with N.J.S.18A:6-9 and the procedures set forth in State Board of Education regulations. 

 g. Nothing in this section shall be construed as creating a separate legal cause of action 

regarding any determination issued pursuant to the policy established pursuant to subsection a. 

of this section. 

 

C.18A:34A-6  Censorship of school library material prohibited, right to reserve, check out. 

 6. a. A board of education shall not remove library material from a school library in the 

district because of the origin, background, or views of the library material or those contributing 

to its creation, and shall not engage in censorship of library material.  

 b. A board of education shall allow a student to reserve or check out any developmentally 

appropriate library material, including diverse and inclusive material.  

 

C.18A:34A-7  Immunity, school library staff. 

 7. A school library staff member who engages in activities as required by sections 4 

through 6 of this act shall be immune from civil and criminal liability arising from good faith 

actions performed pursuant to the provisions of those sections.   
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C.18A:73-33a  Definitions regarding public libraries. 

 8. As used in sections 9 through 12 of this act: 

 “Censorship” means to block, suppress, or remove library material based on disagreement 

with a viewpoint, idea, or concept or solely because an individual finds certain content 

offensive, but does not include limiting or restricting access to any library material deemed 

developmentally inappropriate for certain age groups. 

 “Diverse and inclusive material” means material that reflects any protected class as 

enumerated in the "Law Against Discrimination," P.L.1945, c.169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.); material 

produced by an author who is a member of a protected class as enumerated in the "Law Against 

Discrimination," P.L.1945, c.169 (C.10:5-1 et seq.); and material that contains the author's 

points of view concerning contemporary problems and issues, whether international, national 

or local. 

 “Governing body” means a board of trustees, director or other chief administrative officer, 

a county library commission, or board of county commissioners of a public library.  

 “Individual with a vested interest” means any resident who is served by the public library 

or resides in a county or municipality where the library is situated. 

 “Library material” means any material including, but not limited to, nonfiction and fiction 

books, magazines, reference books, supplementary titles, multimedia and digital material, and 

software and instructional material belonging to, on loan to, or otherwise in the custody of a 

public library. 

 “Public library” means a library that serves, free of charge, all residents of an area as 

established pursuant to chapter 33 or chapter 54 of Title 40 of the Revised Statutes and receives 

financial support, in whole or in part, from public funds or a library established pursuant to 

N.J.S.15A:1-1 et seq. and receiving public funds pursuant to R.S.40:54-35. 

 

C.18A:73-33b  Public library, material curation policy. 

 9. a. In addition to the duties prescribed in section 18 of P.L.1969, c.158 (C.18A:73-33), 

the State Librarian, in consultation with the New Jersey Library Association, shall establish a 

model policy on the curation of library material within a public library.  The purpose of the 

curation policy is to: provide standards for the curation of library material; establish criteria for 

the removal of existing library material or library material selected for inclusion in the public 

library; and provide protection against attempts to censor library material.   

 b. The model policy shall, at a minimum:  

 (1) recognize that public libraries serve as centers for voluntary inquiry and the 

dissemination of information and ideas; 

 (2) promote the free expression and free access to ideas by residents by prohibiting the 

censorship of library material;  

 (3) acknowledge that library material shall not be removed from a public library because 

of the origin, background, or views of the library material or those contributing to its creation;  

 (4) recognize that library material should be provided for the interest, information, and 

enlightenment of all people and should present diverse points of view in the collection as a whole; 

 (5) acknowledge that a librarian is professionally trained to curate and develop collections 

that provide residents with access to the widest array of library material available to the public 

library; and 

 (6) establish a procedure for a librarian to review library material within a public library on 

an ongoing basis, which shall include, but not be limited to: the library material’s relevance; 

the condition of the library material; the availability of duplicates; the availability of more 

recent material; and the continued demand for the library material.  
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 c. The model policy shall be updated as the State Librarian and New Jersey Library 

Association deem necessary. 

 d. A governing body of a public library shall adopt the model policy established pursuant 

to this section.  If a public library has a policy that complies with the requirements of 

subsection b. of this section as of the effective date of this act, the library shall not be required 

to take further action. 

 e. The governing body of a public library, in consultation with staff members of a public 

library, including a librarian employed by a public library, shall have discretion in selecting, 

purchasing, or acquiring library material for inclusion in the public library.  Nothing in this 

section shall be construed to require a governing body of a public library to purchase, or 

otherwise acquire, library material for a public library.   

 

C.18A:73-33c  Removal request procedure, public library. 

 10. a. In addition to the duties prescribed in section 18 of P.L.1969, c.158 (C.18A:73-33), 

the State Librarian, in consultation with the New Jersey Library Association, shall establish a 

model policy creating a procedure regarding a request for removal of library material within a 

public library.   

 b. The model policy shall, at a minimum, require:  

 (1) the creation of a request for removal form, based on the model removal form established 

by the State Librarian, that may be submitted by an individual with a vested interest to the 

governing body of the public library in which the library material is challenged to initiate a 

review of the material.  The form shall require the individual with the vested interest to specify 

which sections of the library material the individual objects to and an explanation of the 

reasons for the objection; 

 (2) the governing body appoint a review committee, consisting of:  

 (a) at least one member of the governing body; 

 (b) a librarian employed by the public library;  

 (c) a staff member, who is not a librarian, of the public library that is familiar with the 

library material; 

 (d) a representative selected by the governing body; 

 (e) a resident serviced by the public library, provided the resident selected is not the 

individual who submitted the form; and 

 (f) any additional members the governing body deems necessary;  

 (3)  a challenged library material remain within the public library and available for a resident 

to reserve, check out, or access until there is a final decision by the review committee;  

 (4) the review committee to evaluate the request for removal form, review the challenged 

library material, and report in writing its recommendations to the governing body on whether 

to remove the library material within 30 business days from the date of receiving the form.  A 

copy of the committee’s report shall also be provided to the individual with a vested interest 

who filed the form; and  

 (5) require the governing body to review the committee’s report and make a final 

determination on whether the library material is to be removed from the public library or 

limited in use.  The governing body shall provide a written statement of reasons for: 

 (a) the removal, limitation, or non-removal of a library material; and  

 (b) any final determination that is contrary to the recommendations of the review 

committee; and  

 (6) provide that a library material that has been challenged pursuant to paragraphs (1) 

through (5) of this subsection shall not be subject to a subsequent challenge for at least one year. 
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 c. The model policy shall be updated as the State Librarian and New Jersey Library 

Association deem necessary. 

 d. A governing body of a public library shall adopt the model policy established pursuant 

to this section.  In the event a public library has a policy that complies with the requirements 

of subsection b. of this section as of the effective date of this act, the library shall not be 

required to take further action. 

 e. A governing body determination issued in accordance with the policy established in 

subsection b. of this section shall be final and binding for a period of five years. 

 f. Nothing in this section shall be construed as creating a separate legal cause of action 

regarding any determination issued pursuant to the policy established pursuant to subsection b. of 

this section. 

 

C.18A:73-33d  Censorship of public library material prohibited, right to reserve, check out. 

 11. a. A governing body of a public library shall not remove library material from a public 

library because of the origin, background, or views of the library material or those contributing 

to its creation and shall not engage in censorship of library material.   

 b. The governing body of a public library shall allow a resident to reserve or check out 

any library material, including diverse and inclusive material.  

 

C.18A:73-33e  Immunity, public library staff. 

 12.  Any staff member of a public library, including a librarian employed by a public library, 

shall be immune from civil and criminal liability arising from good faith actions performed 

pursuant to the provisions of sections 9 through 11 of this act.   

 

 13. This act shall take effect one year next following the date of enactment, but the 

Commissioner of Education and State Librarian may take such anticipatory action as may be 

necessary for the implementation of the act. 

 

 Approved December 9, 2024. 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS 

 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, 
and that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

  

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and 
enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be 
excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation. 

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and 
historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal 
disapproval. 

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide 
information and enlightenment. 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment 
of free expression and free access to ideas. 

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 
background, or views. 

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve 
should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or 
affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use. 

VII. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and 
confidentiality in their library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and protect 
people’s privacy, safeguarding all library use data, including personally identifiable information. 

  

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; 
February 2, 1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; January 29, 2019. 

Inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 23, 1996. 

  

Although the Articles of the Library Bill of Rights are unambiguous statements of basic principles 
that should govern the service of all libraries, questions do arise concerning application of these 
principles to specific library practices. See the documents designated by the Intellectual 
Freedom Committee as Interpretations of the Library Bill of Rights. 

 

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill/interpretations
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FREEDOM TO READ STATEMENT 

 

The freedom to read is essential to our democracy. It is continuously under attack. Private 
groups and public authorities in various parts of the country are working to remove or limit 
access to reading materials, to censor content in schools, to label "controversial" views, to 
distribute lists of "objectionable" books or authors, and to purge libraries. These actions 
apparently rise from a view that our national tradition of free expression is no longer valid; that 
censorship and suppression are needed to counter threats to safety or national security, as well 
as to avoid the subversion of politics and the corruption of morals. We, as individuals devoted to 
reading and as librarians and publishers responsible for disseminating ideas, wish to assert the 
public interest in the preservation of the freedom to read. 

Most attempts at suppression rest on a denial of the fundamental premise of democracy: that 
the ordinary individual, by exercising critical judgment, will select the good and reject the bad. 
We trust Americans to recognize propaganda and misinformation, and to make their own 
decisions about what they read and believe. We do not believe they are prepared to sacrifice 
their heritage of a free press in order to be "protected" against what others think may be bad for 
them. We believe they still favor free enterprise in ideas and expression. 

These efforts at suppression are related to a larger pattern of pressures being brought against 
education, the press, art and images, films, broadcast media, and the Internet. The problem is 
not only one of actual censorship. The shadow of fear cast by these pressures leads, we 
suspect, to an even larger voluntary curtailment of expression by those who seek to avoid 
controversy or unwelcome scrutiny by government officials. 

Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to a time of accelerated change. And yet 
suppression is never more dangerous than in such a time of social tension. Freedom has given 
the United States the elasticity to endure strain. Freedom keeps open the path of novel and 
creative solutions, and enables change to come by choice. Every silencing of a heresy, every 
enforcement of an orthodoxy, diminishes the toughness and resilience of our society and leaves 
it the less able to deal with controversy and difference. 

Now as always in our history, reading is among our greatest freedoms. The freedom to read and 
write is almost the only means for making generally available ideas or manners of expression 
that can initially command only a small audience. The written word is the natural medium for the 
new idea and the untried voice from which come the original contributions to social growth. It is 
essential to the extended discussion that serious thought requires, and to the accumulation of 
knowledge and ideas into organized collections. 

We believe that free communication is essential to the preservation of a free society and a 
creative culture. We believe that these pressures toward conformity present the danger of 
limiting the range and variety of inquiry and expression on which our democracy and our culture 
depend. We believe that every American community must jealously guard the freedom to 
publish and to circulate, in order to preserve its own freedom to read. We believe that publishers 



and librarians have a profound responsibility to give validity to that freedom to read by making it 
possible for the readers to choose freely from a variety of offerings. 

The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution. Those with faith in free people will stand 
firm on these constitutional guarantees of essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities 
that accompany these rights. 

We therefore affirm these propositions: 

●​ It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest 
diversity of views and expressions, including those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or 
considered dangerous by the majority.​
Creative thought is by definition new, and what is new is different. The bearer of every 
new thought is a rebel until that idea is refined and tested. Totalitarian systems attempt 
to maintain themselves in power by the ruthless suppression of any concept that 
challenges the established orthodoxy. The power of a democratic system to adapt to 
change is vastly strengthened by the freedom of its citizens to choose widely from 
among conflicting opinions offered freely to them. To stifle every nonconformist idea at 
birth would mark the end of the democratic process. Furthermore, only through the 
constant activity of weighing and selecting can the democratic mind attain the strength 
demanded by times like these. We need to know not only what we believe but why we 
believe it. 

●​ Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not need to endorse every idea or presentation 
they make available. It would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their 
own political, moral, or aesthetic views as a standard for determining what should be 
published or circulated.​
Publishers and librarians serve the educational process by helping to make available 
knowledge and ideas required for the growth of the mind and the increase of learning. 
They do not foster education by imposing as mentors the patterns of their own thought. 
The people should have the freedom to read and consider a broader range of ideas than 
those that may be held by any single librarian or publisher or government or church. It is 
wrong that what one can read should be confined to what another thinks proper. 

●​ It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bar access to writings on 
the basis of the personal history or political affiliations of the author.​
No art or literature can flourish if it is to be measured by the political views or private 
lives of its creators. No society of free people can flourish that draws up lists of writers to 
whom it will not listen, whatever they may have to say. 

●​ There is no place in our society for efforts to coerce the taste of others, to confine adults 
to the reading matter deemed suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers 
to achieve artistic expression.​
To some, much of modern expression is shocking. But is not much of life itself shocking? 
We cut off literature at the source if we prevent writers from dealing with the stuff of life. 
Parents and teachers have a responsibility to prepare the young to meet the diversity of 
experiences in life to which they will be exposed, as they have a responsibility to help 
them learn to think critically for themselves. These are affirmative responsibilities, not to 



be discharged simply by preventing them from reading works for which they are not yet 
prepared. In these matters values differ, and values cannot be legislated; nor can 
machinery be devised that will suit the demands of one group without limiting the 
freedom of others. 

●​ It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept the prejudgment of a label 
characterizing any expression or its author as subversive or dangerous.​
The ideal of labeling presupposes the existence of individuals or groups with wisdom to 
determine by authority what is good or bad for others. It presupposes that individuals 
must be directed in making up their minds about the ideas they examine. But Americans 
do not need others to do their thinking for them. 

●​ It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people's freedom 
to read, to contest encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to 
impose their own standards or tastes upon the community at large; and by the 
government whenever it seeks to reduce or deny public access to public information.​
It is inevitable in the give and take of the democratic process that the political, the moral, 
or the aesthetic concepts of an individual or group will occasionally collide with those of 
another individual or group. In a free society individuals are free to determine for 
themselves what they wish to read, and each group is free to determine what it will 
recommend to its freely associated members. But no group has the right to take the law 
into its own hands, and to impose its own concept of politics or morality upon other 
members of a democratic society. Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to the 
accepted and the inoffensive. Further, democratic societies are more safe, free, and 
creative when the free flow of public information is not restricted by governmental 
prerogative or self-censorship. 

●​ It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to 
read by providing books that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and expression. 
By the exercise of this affirmative responsibility, they can demonstrate that the answer to 
a "bad" book is a good one, the answer to a "bad" idea is a good one.​
The freedom to read is of little consequence when the reader cannot obtain matter fit for 
that reader's purpose. What is needed is not only the absence of restraint, but the 
positive provision of opportunity for the people to read the best that has been thought 
and said. Books are the major channel by which the intellectual inheritance is handed 
down, and the principal means of its testing and growth. The defense of the freedom to 
read requires of all publishers and librarians the utmost of their faculties, and deserves of 
all Americans the fullest of their support. 

We state these propositions neither lightly nor as easy generalizations. We here stake out a lofty 
claim for the value of the written word. We do so because we believe that it is possessed of 
enormous variety and usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free. We realize that the 
application of these propositions may mean the dissemination of ideas and manners of 
expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do not state these propositions in the 
comfortable belief that what people read is unimportant. We believe rather that what people 



read is deeply important; that ideas can be dangerous; but that the suppression of ideas is fatal 
to a democratic society. Freedom itself is a dangerous way of life, but it is ours. 

 
This statement was originally issued in May of 1953 by the Westchester Conference of the 
American Library Association and the American Book Publishers Council, which in 1970 
consolidated with the American Educational Publishers Institute to become the Association of 
American Publishers. 

Adopted June 25, 1953, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee; 
amended January 28, 1972; January 16, 1991; July 12, 2000; June 30, 2004. 

A Joint Statement by: 

American Library Association​
Association of American Publishers 

Subsequently endorsed by: 

American Booksellers for Free Expression​
The Association of American University Presses​
The Children's Book Council​
Freedom to Read Foundation​
National Association of College Stores​
National Coalition Against Censorship​
National Council of Teachers of English​
The Thomas Jefferson Center for the Protection of Free Expression 

 

https://www.ala.org/
http://www.publishers.org/
http://www.bookweb.org/abfe
http://www.aaupnet.org/
http://www.cbcbooks.org/
http://www.ftrf.org/
http://www.nacs.org/
http://www.ncac.org/
http://www.ncte.org/
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION FREEDOM TO VIEW STATEMENT 

 

The FREEDOM TO VIEW, along with the freedom to speak, to hear, and to read, is protected by 
the  First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. In a free society, there is no place 
for censorship of any medium of expression. Therefore these principles are affirmed: 

●​ To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because 
they are a means for the communication of ideas. Liberty of circulation is essential to 
insure the constitutional guarantee of freedom of expression. 

●​ To protect the confidentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, video, and other 
audiovisual materials. 

●​ To provide film, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversity of 
views and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or 
approval of the content. 

●​ To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film, 
video, or other audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral, religious, or political 
beliefs of the producer or filmmaker or on the basis of controversial content. 

●​ To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the public's 
freedom to view. 

This statement was originally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film 
and Video Association (formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by 
the AFVA Board of Directors in February 1979. This statement was updated and approved by 
the AFVA Board of Directors in 1989. 

Endorsed January 10, 1990, by the ALA Council 

  

 

https://www.ala.org/offices/oif
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RESOLUTION 2024-003
Resolution Declaring Rutherford Public Library a Book Sanctuary

WHEREAS, reading is a foundational skill, essential for critical thinking, future learning, and 
exercising democratic freedom; and

WHEREAS, the freedom to read is a human right, constitutionally protected by the First 
Amendment of the United States Constitution, and individuals have the right to free inquiry and 
the equally important right to form their own opinions; and

WHEREAS, books and other materials are tools for understanding complex issues; and

WHEREAS, libraries provide access to books and other materials that offer lessons to readers of 
all ages and expand our understanding of people with different backgrounds, ideas, and beliefs; 
and

WHEREAS, all people deserve to see themselves reflected in a library’s collection; and

WHEREAS, librarians are professionals trained to not impose their own thoughts and opinions 
on which ideas are right, but to make knowledge and ideas available so that people have the 
freedom to choose what to read; and

WHEREAS, banning books and other materials from public libraries represents a loss of liberty, a 
step toward government censorship, and the erosion of our state’s and our nation’s commitment 
to freedom of expression; and

WHEREAS, book bans, by virtue of their exclusionary nature, limit choices and thereby harm
communities; and

WHEREAS, the Rutherford Public Library previously adopted the Library Bill of Rights and 
supports the freedom to read, including the adoption of the American Library Association’s 
Freedom to Read Statement; and

WHEREAS, the Rutherford Public Library has a materials selection process that is fair, 
deliberative, equitable, and accessible to the public, as set forth in its “Materials Selection 
Policy” most recently adopted by the Library Board of Trustees on July 18, 2022; then

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Rutherford Public
Library hereby designates the Rutherford Public Library as a book sanctuary as follows:



As a book sanctuary, the Library shall be a place where: (1) people can borrow and read 
challenged books; (2) endangered books are accessible to everyone; (3) we host book talks, 
story times, and other events about banned and challenged books; and (4) people can be 
educated about the history of book banning and burning.

Date: June 18, 2024

Roll Call:

YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT

Armacost ✔

Bogosian ✔

Damell ✔

Kivich ✔

Rizzo ✔

Rodriguez ✔

Ryan ✔

Vellis ✔

Yale ✔
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Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials 

 
Requests for reconsideration of library materials may be made by Rutherford residents. Requests are to 

be submitted in writing through this form, which shall be completed as fully as possible. A separate 
form must be submitted for each item in question.  

 
NAME: ____________________________________________________​ DATE: _____________________________ 
 
RUTHERFORD LIBRARY CARD #Please put “N/A” if not a cardholder.): ( ___________________________________ 
 
PHONE: ____________________________________​ EMAIL: ___________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Optional) I am acting as a spokesperson for the following group: _____________________________________ 
 
 

Please describe the item in question as fully as you are able: 
 
Title:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 
Publisher:____________________________________________________________ 
 
Format (Circle One): 
 

Book     ​ Video Recording​    Audio Recording​   Magazine​   Newspaper​  
 

Digital Resource (incl. eBooks)​ Non-Traditional Item​   Program​  Display/Book List 
 

 
Call number/location in library, or date of program:___________________________________ 
 
Please mark the action you wish taken on this item: 
 

⃞   Add it to the Library​ ​  ⃞   Shelve it elsewhere​​ ⃞   Remove it from the Library  
 

⃞   Other (specify): 
 

APPROVED SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 



 
 
Why? You may use the back of this page if  you need more space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please explain how such an action would improve the Library's service to the Rutherford community. If 
requesting to remove an item from the collection, please state specifically the primary harm that might 
arise from this item:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you read/viewed/listened to the entire work? If not, then which parts?  
 
 
 
 
How was it brought to your attention?  
 
 
 
 
Have you read any professional reviews of this material? Please attach copies if possible. 
 
 
 
 
Are there materials you suggest to provide additional information or other points of view on this topic?  
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:______________________________________ 

APPROVED SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 


