Rutherford Public Library Board of Trustees
Minutes for May 20, 2025 Meeting 7:00PM

Open Meeting Held: Library Auditorium
Optional Zoom Meeting ID 842 9475 4177 & Password 974544

1. Roll Call
Trustees Present Ms. Wendy Armacost
Ms. Stephanie Kivich
Mr. Jimmy Rizzo — arrived 7:05
Ms. Monica Rodriguez
Ms. Krista Vellis
Mr. Palmer Yale - Zoom
Absent Ms. Marisa Ackermann
Ms. Kim Bogosian
Mr. Charles Ryan
Staff Present Ms. Gretchen Corsillo
Others Present Mr. lan Doris
Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Ms. Armacost

2. Provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act

Ms. Vellis read the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.

3. President’s Report

A. Agenda
Motion:  To approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting
Moved: Kivich Seconded: Rodriguez
For: Armacost, Kivich, Rodriguez, Vellis, Yale
Against:
Abstain:

B. Approval of the minutes

Motion:  To approve the minutes of the April 15, 2025, open meeting

Moved: Vellis Seconded: Kivich
For: Armacost, Kivich, Rodriguez, Yale
Against:

Abstain:  Vellis
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4. Hearing of the citizens

Ms. Armacost opened the meeting to the hearing of the citizens. Seeing none, she closed the
meeting.

5. Correspondence — None

6. Director’s Report

Ms. Corsillo reported:

— Facilities — teen space is officially completed. It is getting utilized already. The booth is the most
popular place. There was a nationwide outage that affected viewing of our security cameras in
early May. No footage was lost, but we couldn’t see anything in real time.

— We will have a table at Rutherford’s Pridefest on June 7. The Friends will have a table as well.

— Friends — April book sale was very slow. We had torrential rain that weekend and it was run earlier
than usual. They may bring some books to the Pride fest. They may collect books earlier or other
times of the year. It depends on the space they have available.

— Ms. Corsillo will attend the NJLA annual conference later this month. Beginning in 2026, it will be a
joint conference with NJASL, the NJ Association of School Librarians.

— BCCLS - Several staff members have taken part in tech training by BCCLS in recent weeks. Their
Canva workshops have been particularly helpful.

o BCCLS revised their delivery routes. They had six routes, went down to five during Covid.
They have gone back to six routes. We are on a smaller route now so that should cut down
on the time delays that we have been seeing.

o BCCLS won an award at the state level for PR. Ms. Corsillo is part of the committee.

— Preliminary injunction blocked the Trump Administration from dismantling IMLS. That’s a success
for us. Contact your Congress people to include funding for IMLS in the 2026 budget. Mr. Guzman
asked if Senator Sarlo was contacted. He will reach out.

— Library of Congress — Carla Hayden and the chief copyright person were fired. Not sure what
changes may happen with that.

7. Committee Reports
A. Finance
1. Payment of May bills

Motion: To approve payment of bills enclosed in the packet

Moved: Kivich Seconded: Rizzo

For: Armacost, Kivich, Rizzo, Rodriguez, Vellis, Yale
Against:

Abstain:

B. Buildings/Grounds — No report

C. Foundation — Gala honoring Mr. Rizzo — the room was packed. Great sponsorship. Online
auction worked well. Very successful event.

D. By-Laws — No report.
E. Strategic Planning — No report
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8.

F. Nominating — No report

G. Personnel — No report

H. Mayor/Alternate — Ms. Armacost asked if the roof money made it into the budget. Mr. Guzman said
things have just been finalized. He will follow up. He will follow up on the courtyard security camera
as well. Regarding the back garden — DPW should be coming through next week to clean up. He
will further his discussions with the Borough Administrator to make the garden more accessible.

I. Superintendent/Alternate — No report.

J. Legal — Ms. Corsillo discussed a recent interaction with a patron who did not want to pay for
damaged books.

Old Business

- None

9. New Business

10.

- Approval of Vacation Payout to Natalie Hofmann

Motion: To approve the Borough of Rutherford to issue a payout of Ms. Hofmann’s
unused vacation time as stipulated in the 2023-25 union contracts.

Moved: Rodriguez Seconded: Vellis

For: Armacost, Kivich, Rizzo, Rodriguez, Vellis, Yale
Against:

Abstain:

- Approval of updated Internet Use Policy

Motion: To approve the updates of the library’s Internet Use Policy as presented.

Moved: Rizzo Seconded: Vellis
For: Armacost, Kivich, Rizzo, Rodriguez, Vellis, Yale
Against:
Abstain:
Adjournment

Motion: To adjourn the meeting.

Moved: Rizzo Seconded: Vellis

For: Armacost, Kivich, Rizzo, Rodriguez, Vellis, Yale
Against:

Abstain:

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Covi Verdino

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 7:00 PM
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